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AFCEA Bethesda Announces New Two-year Term Board of Directors 
Leading industry executives to drive enhanced educational content programming and networking 

with a focus on the federal civilian market 
 
Bethesda, Md. – July 13, 2021 – The Bethesda Chapter of AFCEA today announced its newly 
elected Board of Directors that will help lead the chapter over the next two years. Kathleen 
Cowles, Partner at Deep Water Point, LLC will serve as the new President, continuing her 20 
years of dedicated volunteer service to AFCEA Bethesda, while Brian Baker, Federal Account 
Executive at ServiceNow, transitions to President-Elect.  
 
AFCEA Bethesda Board of Directors will continue to drive the chapter’s agenda to include 
premier educational programming and networking opportunities for their members, as well as 
uphold its legacy of commitment to create pathways for local children in Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) education. Since 2008, AFCEA Bethesda has provided 
over $1 million for students interested in STEM, including last year’s donations to local 
Montgomery College, The Universities at Shady Grove, and the University of Maryland. 
AFCEA Bethesda is dedicated to giving back to the community while building a culture of 
collaboration. 
 
“I am thrilled to carry on the tradition of service that has become woven into the fabric of 
AFCEA Bethesda,” said Cowles. “Our chapter has established itself as a leading driver of public-
private sector collaboration with a focus on the federal civilian market. Through our breakfast 
series, technology summits, and award programs, we aim to provide education in the areas of 
health IT, law enforcement and public safety (LEAPS), and our newly added vertical of energy, 
infrastructure, and environment (EIE). I look forward to working with the talented and dedicated 
Board of Directors over the next two years.” 
 
The new Board of Directors, who began their two-year term on July 1, 2021, include:  
 
Kathleen Cowles, President  
Deep Water Point 
 
Brian Baker, President-Elect 
ServiceNow 
 
Pam Carpenter, VP InnovateIT Awards 
Adobe 
 
Jennifer Hayes, VP Webinar Series 
Splunk 



 
Ray Holder, VP Health IT Summit 
AWS 
 
Jenn Hoover, President Emerging Leaders 
Pluribus Digital 
 
Katie Keegan, VP Energy, Infrastructure & Environment 
Citrix 
 
Patty Leto, VP Webinar Series 
Huron Consulting 
 
Melissa McGriff, VP CXO 
Microsoft 
 
Maheen Mirza, VP Engage & Connect  
Dell Technologies 
 
Greg Mundell, VP Webinar Series 
ScienceLogic 
 
Debbie Opiekun, VP Education 
Leidos 
 
Tarik Reyes, VP Government Outreach 
Peraton 
 
Sanjay Sardar, Treasurer 
SAIC 
 
Mark Tanner, VP LEAPS  
GDIT 
 
Joe Uglialoro, Law & Policy Advisor 
TrustComm 
 
Lauren Wilson Lee, VP Industry Outreach 
Pega 
 
With more than 140 Chapters worldwide, AFCEA International is a membership organization 
dedicated to increasing knowledge in information technology, communications, and electronics 
for the defense, homeland security, and intelligence communities. If you are interested in getting 
involved or volunteering to support the AFCEA Bethesda chapter, please contact 
registrar@afceabethesda.org. 
 



ABOUT AFCEA BETHESDA  
AFCEA Bethesda is a non-profit organization encouraging dialogue and partnership between the 
Federal Government and industry to solve today’s most critical IT challenges. Through our 
widely attended events, we strive to foster better inter-agency communication, share best 
practices, identify mission- critical issues and management approaches, and increase engagement 
with industry IT solutions and service providers. AFCEA Bethesda has enjoyed great success 
over the years in engaging the Federal civilian space, making us the premier civilian chapter for 
AFCEA International. On average each year, we engage more than 250, primarily civilian, senior 
government executives who participate as speakers and moderators for our widely attended 
annual events (e.g., Monthly Breakfast Series, IT Days, Technology Symposia, and Senior 
Executive Dinners). Our Chapter proceeds are entirely donated to academic scholarships and 
non-profit community organizations. For additional information, please visit afceabethesda.org.  
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