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NOMINATIONS OPEN FOR 2020 INNOVATEIT AWARDS 

Award Recipients Recognized for Excellence Government-wide 

 

Bethesda, Md. – May 7, 2020 – The Bethesda Chapter of AFCEA has opened nominations for the 

13th Annual InnovateIT Awards. The awards honor government and industry individuals and groups 

who have combined leadership with innovation to advance the mission of their organizations and the 

state of federal IT. The 2020 AFCEA Bethesda InnovateIT Awards program highlights exemplary 

leaders of innovation in the areas of security, automation, and modernization.  

 

“The InnovateIT Awards program recognizes and promotes excellence in federal IT by honoring those 

who dedicate themselves to improving how government uses information technology to serve our 

nation’s citizens,” said AFCEA Bethesda President Naina Leo. “We are thrilled to highlight innovative 

leaders whose exceptional work drives mission value within the Federal Government.” 

 

Awards will be given in these categories: 

 

2020 AWARD CATEGORIES 

 

Government Innovation Leader of the Year (Individual) 

This award is presented to the government leader who has used innovation to advance his/her agency’s 

mission, specifically related to one or more of the three award areas – security, automation, 

modernization. 

 

Industry Innovation Leader of the Year (Individual) 

This award is presented to the industry leader who has used innovation to advance his/her government 

customer’s mission, specifically related to one or more of the three award areas – security, automation, 

modernization. 

 

Emerging Government Leader Award (Individual) 

Note: Nominee must be 40 years of age or younger at time of nomination 

This award is presented to the government leader who has provided leadership on a project promoting 

innovation in one or more of the three award areas – security, automation, modernization. 

 

 

 



Security Innovation Leader - Government (Individual or Team) 

This award is presented to a government leader or team that has optimized their agency’s operation 

maturity or implemented workforce strategies to support data-driven cyber initiatives or achieved 

digital transformation while securely providing innovative citizen services. 

 

Automation Innovation Leader - Government (Individual or Team) 

This award is presented to a government leader or team that has leveraged actionable data to enable 

automation or used AI/ML to improve mission delivery across their agency. 

 

Modernization Innovation Leader - Government (Individual or Team) 

This award is presented to a government leader or team that has utilized emerging technologies or 

approaches (such as Cloud, DevOps, Low-code) to achieve modernization across their agency. 

 

The deadline for nominations is Friday, June 19, 2020 at 11:59 p.m. Award recipients will be selected 

by a committee of current and former AFCEA Bethesda Chapter board members and executive 

steering committee members. Winners will be announced in July 2020. 

 

Visit the 13th Annual InnovateIT Awards website to learn more about the awards program or to submit 

a nomination. 

 

ABOUT AFCEA BETHESDA 

 

AFCEA Bethesda is a non-profit organization encouraging dialogue and partnership between the 

Federal Government and industry to solve today’s most critical IT challenges. Through our widely 

attended events, we strive to foster better inter-agency communication, share best practices, identify 

mission-critical issues and management approaches and increase engagement with industry IT solution 

and service providers. AFCEA Bethesda has enjoyed great success over the years in engaging the 

Federal civilian space, making us the premier civilian chapter for AFCEA International. On average 

each year, we engage more than 250, primarily civilian, senior government executives who participate 

as speakers and moderators for our widely attended annual events (e.g., Monthly Breakfast Series, IT 

Days, Technology Symposia, and Senior Executive Dinners). Our Chapter proceeds are entirely 

donated to academic scholarships and non-profit community organizations. For additional information, 

please visit afceabethesda.org. 
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https://connellyworks.swoogo.com/sge2020/innovateitawards

