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AFCEA BETHESDA NAMED 2020 MODEL CHAPTER BY AFCEA INTERNATIONAL 

Winners of Meritorious Service Award and Young AFCEAN 40 Under 40 Award Announced 

 

Bethesda, Md. – May 13, 2020 – The Bethesda Chapter of AFCEA is proud to announce that it has 

been recognized by AFCEA International as a 2020 Model Chapter. The international organization’s 

Model Chapter Award recognizes chapters that meet a rigorous set of standards that strengthen the 

overall chapter structure and program of activities and provide outstanding support to the association. 

AFCEA International has also recognized Bethesda Chapter members with individual awards through 

the association’s annual awards program, which honors outstanding contributions in the 

communications, electronics, intelligence, and information technology disciplines.  

 

“Members of the Bethesda Chapter have extended a great amount of effort this past year, resulting in 

the chapter’s success in programming and philanthropy, and we are honored for the recognition we 

have received from AFCEA International,” said Naina Leo, President of AFCEA Bethesda.  

 

The Meritorious Service Award honors individuals who have achieved exceptional professional 

performance in the fields of communications, electronics, intelligence, and information systems. 

Bethesda Chapter winners of the 2020 Meritorious Service Award include: 

 

• Pam Carpenter, Vice President, InnovateIT Awards for AFCEA Bethesda and Business 

Development Manager, Adobe Systems 

 

• Brian Baker, Vice President, Breakfast Series for AFCEA Bethesda and Sales Account 

Manager, Splunk 

 

The Young AFCEA 40 Under 40 Award is given to 40 individuals ages 40 and under for their 

significant contributions in a technical science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) field 

by providing innovation, thought leadership, and support to their client or organizations using 

information technology. Bethesda Chapter winners of the 2020 40 Under 40 Award include: 

 

• Zain Ahmed, Vice President & General Manager, Civilian & Law Enforcement Practice, 

CenturyLink 
 

• Bill Alderson, Vice President, IntePros Federal 

https://www.afcea.org/site/?q=awards/modelchapter
https://www.afcea.org/site/?q=awards/meritoriousservice
https://www.afcea.org/site/40U40Winners


 

• Kevin Fay, Member, YAFCEA Bethesda Government Advisory Council and FAC-C Contract 

Specialist, GSA FEDSIM 

 

• Therese Holland, President, YAFCEA Bethesda and Senior Associate and Digital Business 

Transformation, Publicis Sapient  

 

• Jenn Hoover, President-Elect at YAFCEA Bethesda and Director of Digital Transformation, 

NCI Information Systems, Inc. 

 

• David Talenfeld, CEO, Botanisol Analytics, Inc. 

 

Visit the AFCEA International Awards Programs website to learn more about the association’s annual 

awards program that recognizes exemplary service to the government, military and industry clients, 

and partners. 

 

ABOUT AFCEA BETHESDA  

AFCEA Bethesda is a non-profit organization encouraging dialogue and partnership between the 

Federal Government and industry to solve today’s most critical IT challenges. Through our widely 

attended events, we strive to foster better inter-agency communication, share best practices, identify 

mission-critical issues and management approaches, and increase engagement with industry IT 

solution and service providers. AFCEA Bethesda has enjoyed great success over the years in engaging 

the Federal civilian space, making us the premier civilian chapter for AFCEA International. On 

average each year, we engage more than 250, primarily civilian, senior government executives who 

participate as speakers and moderators for our widely attended annual events (e.g., Monthly Breakfast 

Series, IT Days, Technology Symposia, and Senior Executive Dinners). Our Chapter proceeds are 

entirely donated to academic scholarships and non-profit community organizations. For additional 

information, please visit afceabethesda.org. 
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