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AFCEA BETHESDA NAMED 2021 MODEL CHAPTER BY AFCEA INTERNATIONAL 
Individual Winners of Model of Merit Award and Young AFCEA 40 Under 40 Award Announced 

  
Bethesda, Md. – May 4, 2021 – The Bethesda Chapter of AFCEA is proud to announce that it has been 
recognized by AFCEA International as both a member of the 2021 Model Chapter program and the 
recipient of the Albert J. Myer Award for Individual Member Growth. 
  
The international organization’s Model Chapter Award celebrates AFCEA chapters that meet a rigorous 
set of standards, strengthen the overall chapter structure and program of activities, and provide 
outstanding support to the association. AFCEA Bethesda has consistently been recognized as a Model 
Chapter, as a result of their strong programming that supports the organization’s mission of bringing 
together government and industry to discuss today’s most critical IT challenges. 
  
The Albert J. Myer Award is given to AFCEA chapters that go above and beyond in membership 
recruiting and retention. All chapters are considered each year, with the winning results based on pure 
data and statistics instead of applications or nominations. Despite the upheaval caused by the pandemic, 
AFCEA Bethesda continues to experience strong membership growth. 
 
Bethesda Chapter members also received individual awards through the association’s annual awards 
program. The Medal of Merit honors mid to senior level professionals who have sustained dedicated 
service to AFCEA and have seen exceptional accomplishments within the communications, electronics, 
intelligence, and information systems fields. The Bethesda Chapter winner of the 2021 Medal of Merit 
Award is: 
 

● Kathleen Cowles, President-Elect for AFCEA Bethesda and Partner, Deep Water Point, LLC 
  
The Young AFCEA 40 Under 40 Award is awarded to 40 individuals ages 40 and under who work within 
a technical science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) field. The recipients’ contributions 
in innovation, thought leadership, and support to their clients or organizations using information 
technology (IT) are celebrated annually. Bethesda Chapter winners of the 2021 40 Under 40 Award 
include: 

● Ali Kavianpour, VP for Operations for AFCEA Bethesda and Account Executive, Red River 
● Katie Keegan, Sr Enterprise Account Manager, Public Sector, Citrix Systems 

  
“Members of the Bethesda Chapter have contributed an even greater amount of time and effort this past 
year which allowed us to continue our programming schedule in a completely virtual environment. This 



effort has facilitated AFCEA Bethesda’s continued successful engagement with government leaders and 
industry IT solution and service providers, despite the challenges brought about by the COVID-19 
pandemic. We are honored to be recognized by AFCEA International once again, as we continue our 
mission of encouraging dialogue and partnership between the federal government and industry to solve 
today’s most critical IT challenges,” said Naina Leo, President of AFCEA Bethesda. 
 
Visit the AFCEA International Awards Programs website to learn more about the association’s annual 
awards program that recognizes exemplary service to the government, military and industry clients, and 
partners. 
  
ABOUT AFCEA BETHESDA 
AFCEA Bethesda is a non-profit organization encouraging dialogue and partnership between the Federal 
Government and industry to solve today’s most critical IT challenges. Through our widely attended 
events, we strive to foster better inter-agency communication, share best practices, identify mission-
critical issues and management approaches, and increase engagement with industry IT solutions and 
service providers. AFCEA Bethesda has enjoyed great success over the years in engaging the Federal 
civilian space, making us the premier civilian chapter for AFCEA International. On average each year, we 
engage more than 250, primarily civilian, senior government executives who participate as speakers and 
moderators for our widely attended annual events (e.g., Monthly Breakfast Series, IT Days, Technology 
Symposia, and Senior Executive Dinners). Our Chapter proceeds are entirely donated to academic 
scholarships and non-profit community organizations. For additional information, please visit 
afceabethesda.org. 
  

### 
  
  
  
          

 
 
  
 
           


